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first convention last May, when a dele- 
gate was sent and, through suggestions 
received from Mr. George W. Cable in 
his charming and practical talk on the 
Northampton Prize Garden Competitions, 
brought back a definite plan. Imme- 
diately a committee was appointed ; 
$15.00 subscribed by three members for 
prizes, and other awards in the form of 
nursery stock, garden hose, seeds, and 
subscriptions to magazines secured as do- 
nations from florists, seed men, and pub- 
lishers. Altogether the prizes had an 
aggregate value of about $70.00, and were 
divided into thirteen awards, five for best 
home grounds, three for lawns, three for 
vegetable gardens, and two for flowers. 
This division was made in order to en- 
courage entrants at a time when planning 
and planting seasons were past. An- 
other year the only awards will be for 
the entire home grounds, as it was found 
that a contestant might have an excellent 
lawn, kitchen garden, or display of flow- 
ers, with a decidedly bad effect — though, 
as a matter of fact, the best grounds in 
many cases also had the best component 
parts. It was not easy at first to get the 
contestants interested, but seventy-nine 
entrants from an association membership 
of one hundred and twelve is not a bad 
showing. Interest was worked up by the 
committee members and by two talks, illus- 
trated by stereopticon slides, which were 
given by its chairman. Another year, and 
in future years, with experience gained by 
working, it is likely that the movement 
will gain considerable impetus and grow 
beyond the plans of the Rhode Island 
Avenue Suburban Citizens Association. 
The judges of this competition were Hon. 
Henry B. F. Macfarland, president of 
the Board of Commissioners of the Dis- 
trict of Columbia; Mr. Glenn Brown, 
Secretary of the American Institute of 
Architects, and Dr. Lee G. Corbett, Hor- 
ticulturist of the U. S. Department of 
Agriculture. A feature worth emphasiz- 
ing is that this Association has made a 
start at really doing something, instead 
of simply asking for something, exerting 
its own efforts toward improvement rather 
than depending upon the paternalism of 
the Government and the weight of influ- 



ence. For, after all, the appearance of a 
locality rests much with the inhabitants ; 
an unimproved street kept clean by in- 
dividual effort will make a better show- 
ing than a well-paved highway scattered 
with scraps of paper and other refuse. 

B.A. 



workingmen's The Chamber of Com- 
suburban merce of Rochester, New 

homes York, has recently held 

a competition for de- 
signs of small houses, which has brought 
forth some good results. The object was 
to secure low-cost dwellings for working- 
men in the suburbs, single or detached, 
which would be pleasing in aspect and at 
the same time convenient in plan. The 
American Architect in a recent issue 
called attention to the design submitted 
by Messrs. Johnson and Schenck, which 
seemed admirably to fulfil all the require- 
ments, providing an eight-room cottage, 
23' 6" by 24' in dimension, with all the 
conveniences of a modern home ; excellent 
in design, and essentially livable, which 
in blocks of ten could be erected at a cost 
not exceeding $1,500. The exterior was 
to be of plaster on lath, which in north- 
ern countries has been found satisfac- 
torily durable, and wood, stained a dark 
brown. Within there were, according to 
the plan, on the first floor, in addition to 
the entrance and stair hall, a living-room 
with a large brick fire-place, set in an 
ingle nook, a dining-room and kitchen. 
On the second floor were three chambers 
and a bath room. The woodwork through- 
out was to be stained brown, the walls 
rough-finished and tinted. The arrange- 
ment and proportions of rooms were ad- 
mirable and the general appearance of 
the exterior simple and attractive. 



a progressive Carmel - by - the - Sea, a 
California small, new town on the 
town Pacific Coast, one hun- 

dred and twenty-five 
miles south of San Francisco, sets an ex- 
cellent example in its desire for civic bet- 
terment. Though still in a very raw state 
an effort is being made to develop civic 
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pride and direct effort toward building up 
a really beautiful and orderly home town. 
A Civic League was formed a year ago, 
the first effort of which was to clean up 
the streets and teach the people not to 
scatter papers about. Next the names of 
streets were put up and a watering trough 
of good design erected. The latter is 
built of tiles, made of native clay, with a 
roof of old Spanish tiles, taken from the 
ruins of an old building at Monterey. 
Vines have been planted at the ends and 
red-wood slabs finish the sides. Now in 
the near future a garden competition is to 
be instituted. Good for little Carmel-by- 
the-Sea ! 



boston — 1915 The "1915 Movement" 
exhibition was inaugurated in Bos- 
ton more than six months 
ago with the object of setting a definite 
time for the accomplishment of certain 
civic improvement reforms looking toward 
a realization of the ideal city. To ad- 
vance the cause an exhibition will be held 
in the old Art Museum on Copley 
Square, from November 1st to 27th, the 
object of which will be to show the citi- 
zens of Boston and the surrounding places 
within the metropolitan area what are the 
present needs of the city and how these 
needs may be met. Every organization 
interested in the betterment of Boston 
will be given an opportunity to show what 
it is planning to do and what it feels it 
ought to be supported in doing for the 
next five years. A great number of or- 
ganizations are taking part in the work, 
including art and medical societies, edu- 
cational institutions, and business corpo- 
rations.. The exhibition committee has 
secured the entire city planning exhibit 
recently shown in New York and Wash- 
ington, has borrowed from the United 
States Government the models of Wash- 
ington made for the Burnham Park Com- 
mission, and has endeavored to secure 
similar data from Chicago, San Fran- 
cisco, New York and Cleveland. The in- 
tention is to have each exhibit present a 
graphic picture which will draw and hold 
the attention of even a casual observer, 
and to employ not only photographs and 



models but resort to stereopticon slides 
and moving pictures, to show "the whole 
city of Boston" with a vividness lacking 
in print what is being attempted for its 
betterment and how much help is needed 
from the people to obtain lasting results. 
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The Fifth Annual Con- 
vention of the American 
Civic Association will 
be. held at Cincinnati, 
November 15th to 18th. 
It will be a notable meeting, distinguished 
by the presence of men and women who 
have been leaders in the great Nation- 
wide movement for the making of a Beau- 
tiful America. With reports of achieve- 
ments of vast importance to hundreds of 
communities, there will be discussions rel- 
ative to future activities led by experts in 
city planning, forestry, school gardens, 
tree culture, playgrounds, the abatement 
of the billboard and smoke nuisances and 
the preservation of such great scenic 
beauty as Niagara Falls and the Yosem- 
ite. Conservation of natural resources 
will be a theme for important papers and 
plans will be drafted for the systematic 
extension of that vital subject. Presi- 
dent J. Horace McFarland, of Harris- 
burg, Pa., will preside at the sessions of 
the Association. 

In conjunction with the convention of 
the American Civic Association will be 
held the Fifteenth Annual meeting of the 
National Municipal League, presided over 
by Hon. Charles J. Bonaparte. Its pro- 
gramme will be rich in addresses and dis- 
cussions relating to the administration of 
cities. While each organization will fol- 
low its own programme, there will be sev- 
eral joint sessions addressed by men of 
national prominence on subjects aimed to 
advance the cause of good city govern- 
ment and beautiful community life. 



the billboard The American Civic 
crusade Association gives notice 

in its clipping sheet that 
it is about to enter upon a most aggressive 
campaign against outdoor advertising. 
For many years this organization has been 



